
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



718 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

irresponsible groupings of mediocrities." But there is throughout the 
whole book an intimacy and warmth which, if it does no more, can 
scarcely fail to make one's mind receptive of a broaderpoint of view. 
Probably it will do more. It is not easy to see that Mrs. O'Shaugh- 
nessy's philosophy of Mexico, realistic to the point of cynicism, yet 
generous in feeling, is in any essential way wrong. 

Rising Above the Ruins in France. By Corrina Haven Smith 
and Caroline R. Hill. New York : G. P. Putnam's Sons. 

" France will soon succeed in re-establishing industrial activities 
and normal community life." This is the amply substantiated report 
of Mrs. Joseph Lindon Smith and Mrs. William Hill, whose work in 
the devastated regions since 191 5 has given them the fullest opportunity 
for observation and investigation. The work of gradual restoration in 
Northern France is an extraordinary human phenomenon. Admirable 
as are the governmental and other agencies that are aiding in this great 
task, what most impresses one is the tenacity of the people, which 
resembles the persistence of life in a living organism. The ruined 
cities of Northern France are to be rebuilt, its shell-torn fields are again 
to be placed under profitable tillage. It is all as inevitable as a process 
of nature ; for the people keep coming back. France is like a wounded 
soldier with a splendid constitution, daily recovering: nothing will be 
left in time but the scars. The authors have given us with great clarity 
the facts that enable one to understand the situation statistically ; they 
have developed the manifold human interest of unparalleled conditions 
of life; but most of all, their book as a whole shows us this striking 
spectacle of recuperation through national vigor, an activity that is 
going on over a wide area, everywhere marked by the same courage, 
the same perseverance. 

The devastated region in France comprises 6,000 square miles, with 
a normal population of 2,000,000 people. Within this extent of terri- 
tory over 1,000 villages were reduced to ruins; 35,000 miles of railroad 
track were put out of use; 800 bridges were destroyed; a large pro- 
portion of the manufacturing plants were gutted; 1,500,000 head of 
livestock were killed or stolen. 

It was part of the German plan to cripple French industries after 
the war by destroying or carrying off French machinery. They fore- 
saw, said the head of the Lille Sector, that " during the period when 
we should be struggling with the problem of reconstruction of our 
industries, Germany, reinforced by stolen machinery, would be in a 
position through immediate production to take from us our clientele." 

" ' Can any estimate be made of the value of the machinery taken ?' 
asked one of the interviewers. 

" ' Yes,' he replied, ' approximately one milliard.' 

" ' Is it true that most of the factories destroyed were in regions 
where there was no fighting and therefore the destruction was pre- 
meditated ?' 

" ' It certainly is,' he said with emphasis. ' This fact should be 
taken into account more than it is.' " 

German thoroughness did not end here. The systematic theft and 
destruction in which the Germans engaged while they were being 
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pressed back by the Allied advance to victory was not merely vengeful : 
it had its cold-blooded and cynical ulterior purpose. The wrecking of 
water and sewerage systems, the carrying off of agricultural imple- 
ments, livestock, crops, and seeds, could not alter the military situation, 
but they might serve to weaken the confidence of French civilians in a 
government that could not give immediate help. 

Happily, these expectations were not fulfilled; both national spirit 
and national efficiency were underrated. There was no weakening of 
confidence in the Government. Of what it has been possible to accom- 
plish through governmental planning, the restoration of manufactures 
affords the best measure. The Germans had calculated that the French 
textile industry would not be able to get on its feet for two years after 
the German factories were operating at full capacity. In this, they 
were somewhat too sanguine. In the district round Roubaix, for 
example, 71 per cent of the destroyed factories have been rebuilt. " In 
Roubaix and Turcoing alone," said the manager of the Motte spinning 
factories, "by the end of September, 151 textile and metal factories 
were again in operation, employing 40,000 workmen. The weekly 
production from these textile factories, alone is exceeding 3,000 tons 
a week." In the whole of France 70 per cent of the destroyed factories 
have been re-established — strong testimony to co-operative efficiency. 
Cities are to be rebuilt on new plans, better than the old. It will take 
200,000,000 francs to rebuild Lens ; but the plans have been made with 
regard for a great future rather than a straightened present, and the 
work will be done. But there is another sort of loss, not so easily made 
good. "One must fight," said Dr. DuCamp, at the Child Welfare 
Center in Lille, " for the development of the children under twelve if 
the population of the north is to be saved." The words are heavy with 
tragedy, but the fight is being made and will be won. 

Nothing of all this would be possible without the willingness of the 
people to return. Love of home and national pride brings them back. 
" When the people began to come back here," said the city architect in 
Lens, " there was not a wall standing. They returned to live in abris 
and cellars. By January, 1919, thirty-one had arrived. Seven thousand 
are now back, out of the 32,000 inhabitants before the war." The 
popular spirit that placed upon a vast heap of ruins a signboard reading, 
" Lens veut renaitre," cannot fail. Consciously patriotic, it is also as 
instinctive and as sure of its results as the impulse of the bee toward 
home-making. " You must not think that our people lack courage," 
said an old lady of seventy-eight at Lievin, " because they are not all 
back. Eight thousand out of 25,000 are at home, and by next summer 
every one will be here." 

The volume is illustrated with numerous and well selected photo- 
graphs — photographs that really help to tell the story and almost suc- 
ceed in telling it by themselves. It is no small praise of the narrative 
to say that, while by no means purely descriptive, it matches the 
pictures in striking or appealing presentation of fact. 

Japan : Real and Imaqinary. By Sidney Greenbie. New York : 
Harper & Brothers. 

Mr. Greenbie's frank, lively, imaginative account of Japan may prop- 



